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MILTON ABBAS PARISH COUNCIL 

DRAFT Minutes of the ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL held on  
13th May 2026 in the Reading Room, Milton Abbas at 7.00pm 

 

PRESENT:      

Mr I. Baker (Vice Chair) Mr S. Driver (Chairman) 
Mr P. Ford Mr S. Gould 
Mr T. Ives Mrs J. Jordan 
Ms J. Macleod  
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
Mrs E. Sellen (Clerk) and 5 members of the general public. 

1. APOLOGIES Mr S. Martin & Mr L. Usherwood (both working away) and Mrs E. 
Parker (recuperating). 

2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
IB took the chair.  It was proposed by IB and unanimously agreed that SD should be 
elected Chairman.  SD took the chair. 

3. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 
It was proposed by SD, seconded by SG and unanimously agreed that IB should be 
elected vice chairman. 

4. CO-OPTION TO VACANCY 
SD advised that applications have been received from Mr S. Bewers, Mr N. 
Carmichael and Ms J. Macleod.  (Both SB and JM were present).  IB thanked all 
three candidates for their interest and said he wished there were three vacancies so 
all could be retained. He added that, whether co-opted or not, their involvement with 
the Parish Council will always be welcomed.  SD confirmed that the Parish Council 
aims to build a wider team of people willing to support the initiatives that interest 
them.   
SG noted that support is currently needed for the Neighbourhood Plan, Speedwatch, 
the Playpark and defibrillators, and asked whether the candidates would be willing to 
help in any of these areas. JM said she is already a member of the Playpark 
committee and would be happy to assist with the Neighbourhood Plan. SB said he 
was interested in supporting Speedwatch. 
Following a vote, JM was co-opted by a majority of two votes. 
SD thanked SB for his interest and asked the Clerk to thank NC on behalf of the 
Councillors.  SD reiterated that all are welcome to work with the Parish Council in 
whatever capacity they are comfortable with. 
 
5. APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS 
SD advised that a new Planning role has been created this year.  The Planning 
Officer will be offered training to provide support to the Councillors when considering 
planning applications.  SG suggested that meetings could be preceded by an 
opportunity to consider the applications on the agenda, however this would not allow 
time to resolve questions arising from the application. 
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Following discussion regarding the newly created officer role, no councillor felt that 
they are currently in a position to volunteer. The Chairman therefore agreed to 
assume the role temporarily to support its establishment and ongoing development 
until such time as another councillor may wish to take it forward. 
 

Planning Officer SD 

Transport Adviser SG 

DAPTC Rep SD & SG 

Rights of Way Officer SG 

Tree Warden LU 

MATCH /Jane’s Wood Rep LU & PF 

Flood Warden SG 

Emergency Officer/Contact SG & Mrs V. Macnamara 

Communications / Elliegram  SD 

Community Speed Watch & SID JJ & Mr S. Bewers 

Playpark SG, TI & JM 

Millennium Green PF, SD & a volunteer rota 

Neighbourhood Plan Working Party SM, JM & SG 

Welcome Pack SD & Mrs P. Driver 

Milton Abbas Health & Disability Fund TI 

Tregonwell Almshouses Mr R. Pressland 

Website Liaison SM 

Emily Faulkner Trustee IB 

Defibrillator Management TK, IB & PF 

Fingerposts SD, PF & TI 

Lloyds Bank Signatories IB, SD, TI, SM 

Village Flower Boxes Mrs S. Saunders & PF 

BT Kiosk SD & Ms D. Wyatt 

Electric Car Charge Points SM 

 
6. FUTURE MEETING DATES 
It was unanimously agreed that the council should continue to meet on the second 
Wednesday of January, March, May, July, September and November. 

7. REVIEW OF GOVERNING DOCUMENTS 
Councillors had reviewed the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Code of 
Conduct, Risk Assessment Document, Privacy Policy, Welcome Pack and other 
policies.  It was proposed by SD, seconded by IB and unanimously agreed that 
subject to item 15 of the May meeting the governing documents are adequate. 
The Clerk reminded Councillors of their legal responsibility to ensure that their 
Register of Interests is kept up to date, particularly with reference to changes of 
address and appointment.   
SD & PD will carry out a review of the Welcome Pack. 
 
8. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 
It was proposed by IB, seconded by SD and unanimously agreed to continue the 
appointment of Darkin Miller Ltd. 
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9. MATTERS ARISING  
The minutes of the previous Annual Parish Council meeting of 14th May 2025 had 
been approved at the Parish Council meeting on 9th July 2025.  There were no 
matters arising. 

10. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
SD apologised for the fact that the report was not available at the meeting and 
confirmed that he will circulate the Chairman’s Report by all means available to the 
Parish Council. 
 
11. FINANCIAL REPORT   
The Clerk presented the financial report. (See ADDENDA)   

12. DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT None 
 
Mrs F. Robinson expressed thanks to SD, the Councillors and the Clerk on behalf of 
the residents. 
 

The meeting closed at 7.35pm. 

 

 

Signed: 
   (Presiding Chairman) 
 
Date: 
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ADDENDA: 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2026 To Follow 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 2026 
Receipts 
Our precept for 2025/2026 was £22,820 with the understanding that the major outlay 
towards tree works had been precepted in previous years.  Other receipts included 
£280 from the Community Fund towards the purchase of the Jubilee bench and a 
VAT rebate of £4,484. 
 
Expenditure 
Expenditure of £28,063 included £11,720 tree works in Jane’s Wood and Seymour 
Woodland, and £4,465 towards skate park and Millennium Green repairs.  Donations 
appear supressed due to a refund of £500 from the Community Transport / PlusBus 
scheme. 
 
Overview 
Reserves remain steady at £62,000 and the precept has been minimally increased to 
£22,820 with the expectation that some budgeted activities will continue to be funded 
from reserves. 


