Dorset Council budget proposals to protect essential frontline services for residents 
Dorset Council has published its initial proposals to deliver a balanced budget next financial year, 2023-24. The council’s total net budget for 2023-24 will be £348 million.
The proposals would see essential frontline council services continuing to be provided to residents and businesses, protected from cuts. Dorset Council provides around 450 different services to just under 380,000 residents. The proposals are in contrast with many other councils nationally, which face the prospect of cuts to services, such as library closures and reduction of road maintenance, to balance their budgets.
The council is required by law to set a balanced budget which means its expenditure must be balanced by income without unsustainable use of one-off, or short-term sources of finance.
This year’s budget setting exercise once more takes place against a national background of extreme pressures for councils. These pressures include the high level of inflation which affects the cost of delivering council services, and also the continued growth in need for social care services as a result of the ageing population.
Dorset Council’s cost pressures have been well documented in the quarterly financial management reports to Cabinet and in the budget update provided in October.  
The council proposes to increase council tax next year by just under 2% and to levy the adult social care precept of 2%. This is less than the maximum 5% increase outlined in the Government’s Spending Review in December 2022. The increase would be equivalent to £1.41 extra per week for a Band D property.
Cllr Gary Suttle, Dorset Council’s Portfolio Holder for Finance, Commercial and Capital Strategy, said:
“We have carefully developed proposals to deliver a balanced budget, in a national context of significant financial challenge. Our overriding aim is to protect the essential frontline council services on which local residents and businesses rely. The proposals do include a council tax increase, however we have kept to it to the minimum possible, despite the current high level of inflation. We continue to provide financial support for those hardest hit.
Since becoming a unitary council in 2019, we have made efficiency savings of £76 million, and this money has been reinvested to protect frontline services, including funding the growing need for adult social care with our ageing population. Our prudent budget management has meant that Dorset has not faced the same cuts to essential services as many other areas.
“However, we continue to lobby Government for fairer funding for Dorset so that we can reduce the burden on local taxpayers in future.”
The budget setting process takes place in several stages. The proposals are considered by the two scrutiny committees, then reviewed and submitted to Cabinet on 23 January 2023, and then to Full Council in February for final approval.
The public meetings are being held in person as follows:
· 10am, 10 January 2023 People and Health Scrutiny Committee  
· 11.30am, 12 January 2023 Place and Resources Scrutiny Committee  (papers were published on Wednesday 4 January 2023)
· 10am, 23 January 2023 Cabinet  
· 6.30pm, 14 February Full Council


 
Round 3 of the Household Support Fund is re-opening
Round 3 of the Household Support Fund is Re-opening. 
Low-income households in the Dorset Council area can apply for the next round of the Household Support Fund to help with rising costs. Applications open at 9am on Monday 9 January 2023.
We have been awarded funding from the Governments Household Support Fund to support households in the most need. The support will be in the form of supermarket vouchers. Citizens Advice will be allocating this fund on our behalf and vouchers will be issued to residents who meet the eligibility criteria.
Residents can apply if they have:
· an annual household net income of less than £30,000 and
· savings of less than £16,000 and
· not already applied to the fund in November 2022
Calculations for the annual net income should not include Personal Independence Payments, Disability Living Allowance, Attendance Allowance, Carers Allowance or Child Benefit. Applications are limited to one per household.
Cllr Laura Beddow, Dorset Council Portfolio Holder for Culture, Communities and Customer Services said:
“We are pleased that the Household Support Fund has been extended to cover the autumn winter period. This will allow us to support more of our residents during this time.
Funds are limited and will close as soon as they have all been allocated, so please act fast. When we opened applications in November they filled up quickly.”
Residents should apply online. The webpage will be updated at 9am on Monday 9 January with the application form. Find more details here: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/household-support-fund
If applicants need help completing their form, they can telephone Customer Services on 01305 221000 or visit a customer access point.
This third round of the fund has allowed the continued distribution of school holiday food vouchers to those who receive free school meals, during the October half-term, Christmas holidays, February half-term and Easter Holidays.  Further funds are being allocated via Age UK and discretionary funds within the councils Children’s Services locality and care leaver teams.

